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Lesson 1: Task Definition – Introducing theme & purpose: What is an ahupuaʻa?  
Class time: 1 hour 

 Before the unit begins in earnest, we need to first discover what an ahupuaʻa is. 
From there, we can explore specific ahupuaʻa in order to focus on one for the final 
project. 

I. Standards – ALA Standards  
I.1.2. Use prior and background knowledge as context for new learning 
1.1.6    Read, view and listen for information presented in any format in order 
to make inferences and gather meaning 
1.1.9    Collaborate with others to broaden and deeper understanding 

II. Lesson Goals 
Each activity has their own goals, specified under each description. 

III. Criteria  
Students can identify which ahupuaʻa they currently live in. 
Students can define in words what makes an ahupuaʻa. 
The team that the students are divided into will have properly executed the group exercise 
– that is, each group will have diverse resources. 

IV. Student Assessment 
Each student will write their name and the ahupuaʻa they are from on a piece of 
paper, and answer the question, “What role did ahupuaʻa play in Hawaiian society?” 
in a short paragraph. There is also an exit slip/paragraph that will be done after the 
final activity. 

V. Resources Used: 
Kumukahi: <http://www.kumukahi.org/units/ka_honua/onaepuni/ahupuaa> 
Image: Ahupuaʻa diagram <http://kms.kapalama.ksbe.edu/projects/ahupuaa/ahupuaa/
> 
Interactive Oʻahu map:< http://gigapan.com/gigapans/135099> 

VI. Roles of Teacher & Librarian 
The teacher will introduce the topic, and the librarian will introduce the resources. 
They will team-teach and facilitate the activities. 

http://www.kumukahi.org/units/ka_honua/onaepuni/ahupuaa
http://kms.kapalama.ksbe.edu/projects/ahupuaa/ahupuaa/
http://gigapan.com/gigapans/135099


VII. Procedure: 
Hook Interest: 

Class Discussion: 
What is an ahupuaʻa? Can any student in the class define what it is and how it is defined? 
What was it used for?  
Can anyone in the class name any ahupuaʻa boundaries still in use today? 

Watch a short video: http://www.kumukahi.org/units/ka_honua/onaepuni/ahupuaa 
-This explains not only what an ahupuaʻa is, but the history of one and how they were 
used in resource management. 

Allow for practice and feedback: 
Activity: Map of Oʻahu with traditional ahupuaʻa boundaries and their names. Each 
student must take a marker (thumbtack or sticker) and place it where they currently 
reside.  
Learning Goals: 

1. Students will realize that many ahupuaʻa boundaries are still in use today, and 
begin to make connections between past and present by understanding that 
ancient systems of knowledge make an impact on us today. 

2. Students will learn ancient names for the places that they are from 

Allow for practice and feedback: 
Activity: Trading & Commerce between ahupuaʻa 
The class will be divided into ahupuaʻa teams. Each team will be assigned an ahupuaʻa 
that was famously abundant in one resource (ex. Waipio & kalo, Kohala & fish). Each 
team will be given tokens that represent each resource, and must make trades with other 
ahupuaʻa in order to have a diverse economy.  
Student Learning Goals: 

1. Hawaiians did not move outside their ahupuaʻa for resources – they traded with 
others for resources they needed. This activity will hammer home the importance 
and reliance that Hawaiians had on each other and the place that they lived. 

2. They will learn to communicate effectively with one another. 
3. They will learn the value that was placed on certain commodities in Hawaiian 

culture, and realize the importance that these ahupuaʻa played in resource 
management. 

Assessment: Exit Slip 
Each student will write an exit slip that assesses their work in the last activity. They 
will rate themselves and their team on the following criteria: 
1. Did our team have a diverse set of resources (did we have at least one token of 

each resource?) 

http://www.kumukahi.org/units/ka_honua/onaepuni/ahupuaa


2. Did we work effectively together? Give a specific example of effective team work 
or team discussion. 

3. What did this activity teach us? 


